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THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOB THE 
ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE. 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE ST. LOUIS MEETING. 

The fifty-third annual meeting of the 
American Association for the Advancement 
of Science was held in St. Louis, December 
26, 1903, to January 1, 1904. This was the 
second time the association had met in St. 
Louis, the first being the twenty-seventh 
meeting in 1878.' The association has met 
west of the Mississippi but six times. 

The number of members in attendance 
was 385, while the number in the affiliated 
societies was 81, making a total attendance 
of 466. This places the meeting fifth in 
point of numbers of those held during the 
last ten years. As the total membership 
has rapidly increased in this time, this 
would seem to be a small meeting, but there 
are various reasons to account for it. The 
first and strongest of them is that the ex- 
position will be held in St. Louis next sum- 
mer and a large number of the members 
expect to visit the city at that time. Hence 
they did not feel like going to St. Louis in 
the winter, notwithstanding their strong 
desire to attend the meeting of the asso- 
ciation. 

Although the meeting was small in point 
of numbers, it was large in point of papers 
and earnest work in the section room. 
Many of the sections were very largely at- 
tended and had so many papers that they 
could not complete them during the regular 
time assigned. Several evening meetings 
were held, and at least two of the sections 
held meetings after the final adjournment 
of the association. This shows that the 



